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Who Is Responsible ?

No more important question faces
the people of this city just now than that
of fixing the responsibility for damages
to y owners through oconstruc-
tion of the Rapid Transit tunnel, such,
for example, as the wrecking of the
Murray Hjll Hotel by explosion and of
the houses on Park avenue above Thirty-
seventh street by a cave-in.

Nine out of
the city is responsible for these damages;
but as the law now stands the city is
not responsible in the slightest degree.

ver ainoe the decision of the Court of

, In 1888, in the case of PACK

the city of New York, the city
has been absolved from all liability for
damage claims like those now arising.

Paox sued the city to recover damages
for the death of one of his children, who
was killed by a blast set off by a man
who had taken a contract from the city
to e and clear a street. The Court
of Appeals held, Judge JEWITT writing
the opinion:

*If the njured party attempts to recover for his
loss agalnst any one other than him who I8 actually
gullty of the wrongful act, It can only be on the
ground that the relation of prineipal and agent,
or master and servant, existed between the party
o8d the party dolng the aet. * * * The doe-
trine s, that & person who undertakes the erection
of & bullding, or other work, for his own beneft,
15 mot responsible for injuries to third persons
ocoasioned by the negligence of a person, or his
servant, who s actually engaged In executlng the
whole work, v~4er an Independent employment or
@ general contract for that purpose. FOSTER was
such a custractor, * * * for whose negligence,
or that of bis servants, the defendant Is not llable.”

Qonsidering the length of time in
which this construction of the law has
stood, it is not to be expected that the
Court of Appeals will disturb it. Per-
sons injury to property by
the Rapid Transit operations must look
to Mr. McDoNALD or his sub-contract-
ors for compensation.

But is Mr. McDoONALD, even, responsi-
ble for these claims? It is very doubtful.
The decision of the Court of Appeals
seems to be that the only person
responsible is the party actually per-
forming the work by which the damage
was caused, that is to say, in this case
not the main contractor but the sub-
contractor. And while the exact rela-
tions as to responsibility for loss be-
tween contractor and sub-comtractor
have never been perfectly defined,
there are many decisions holding in
cases very similar to those now under
discussion that the responsibility is
the sub-contractor's alone, So far as
we understand, Mr. McDoNALD or the
Hubwny Construction Company has not
admitted any responsibility in the mat-
ter at all.

If it is the law that the heavy losses
now sustained by property owners by
reason of this Rapid Transit tunnel
work, matters now of daily occurrence
and public observation, can only be
lagally placed upon the shoulders of
small and impecunious sub-contractors,

A _gross injustice is being perpetrated. |

1f the great and rich city of New York,
which is receiving in its corporate
capacity the sole benefit from these
operations, and the main contractor him-
wolf, who will also receive enormous

|

in that state or to enter into it, unless
they have the money requisite to keep
it up or can obtain the money by means
of a matrimonial alliance. Bocial am-
bitions, too, lead the rich eager to grat-
ify them by making alliances with mates
of the high and assured social position
they have not. A name and a place
of social distinction, though unaccom-
panied by the possession of wealth,
may be made a full equivalent in the
matrimonial market for a great fortune,
with celative social obscurity on the
other side.

Now, one of the questions debated
by our correspondents, is whether these
marriages, “ mercenary marriages " as
they are called, are as successful in
their outcome, so far as conjugal and
family happiness is concerned, as are
those impelled by romantic sentiment
alone. Two of our correspondents tell
from their personal observation of
examples of * mercenary marriages *
which seemingly have turned out to be
successful in this way, and one of these
writers contends flatly that motives of
interest are practically a better and
more sensible guide to matrimony than
“ what young persons are pleased to
term ' love,’ " for “ less disillusionment *
results.

This is rank heresy against the faith
of poetry from the beginning of time,
a profanation of the idealism which
alone keeps society from sordid mate-
rialism; - yet that it is gaining greater
headway at this time of wealth and
luxurious indulgence without any pre-
vious example in the history of our
American society or even of the world,
cannot be denied. Purely interested
motives for entering into marriage,
which formerly would not have been
confessed by those influenced by them,
are now acknowledged and defended,
and, as in the example of our corre-
spondent, are even commended as
more sensible and more desirable for
the individuals concerned and for so-
ciety generally than the impulse of the
romantic sentiment extolled and cele-
brated by the poets of all ages.

As yet, however, this violence against
the passion or sentiment of love is done
in a very limited social sphere only, and
even there by comparatively few of the
body. In the great mass of our society
it is still viewed with abhorrence.
Cupid is not displaced from his tyran-
nical throne, and, thank Gobp! his seat
upon it will be secure so long as the
human heart beats,

Shakespeare by Word of Mouth,
The flurry over SHAKESPEARE which

London has taken with rather comical ‘,
seriousnéss has had one good result in "

making Mr. SIDNEY LEE sum up what
we do know about the poet, apart from
documentary evidence, in a pleasant
paper in the Nwmeteenth Century on
“ Shakespeare in Oral Tradition.® The
amount seems large to Mr. Lk, though
far less than he could wish It is
much more, however, than existed for
the greater number of literary men
of Erizasetn's time or the following
generation

It must be a pretty obdurate sceptic
that after examining the tradition will
remain unconvinced of the existence
ot least and of the poetio labors of “ the
admirable dramuaticke poet,” “that fa-
mous writer and actor,” * worthy master
WiILLIAM BHAKESPEARE "

First among Mr. LEE'S  witnosses

profits from them, are able so to sub- ! come the contemporary poets, rare
contract away their lability for dama-

#es that responsibility falls finally upon | the prames of

those who are financially irresponsible, |

It s Ume it was generally understood
There is something here that demands

the immediate attention of the Mayor

and Corporstion Counsel of this town.
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his life and after lus doath.  With them
are joined the actors in SHAKESPEAKE 8
COMmpPany One of these left Lhun &
leguey; Lo three others he mude hoguests
i his will  Two of the company pre
served in the Fiwt Folio the lUwerary
work of “ so worthy o friena and fellow
N8 Was our SHAKEsPEARE " In the e
pagos o that voluse Lhey
record  thuee  wlatem I common
fanw

s O
Pt 1 IAREBIEALN

el his )

el

! cumstances, the

Adam in “As You Like It."

Bir WiLLiAM D'AVENANT, the play-
wright, gave out that he was BHAKE-
BPEARE'S illegitimate son. From him we
have the story of the Earl of Southamp-
ton's lending the poet £1,000. He also

a complimentary autograph

tter from King JAMES I, to BHAKE-
BPEARE. JOHN WARD, ourate of Strat-
ford on Avon, in the latter part of the
seventeenth century looked up SHAKE-
SPEARE’'S relatives and knew Lady Bar-
NARD, his only grandchild and last sur-
viving descendant. He reported some
important details: that SHAKESPRARE
retired to Stratford in his later life;

Oxford, which is only thirty-six miles
from Stratford, supplied AUBREY with
more gossip, namely, that SHAKESPEARE
as a boy helped his father in his trade
of butcher; that he betrayed very early
signs of poetio genius; that he paid
annual visits to his native place, and
that he died possessed of a substantial
fortune. BETTERTON learned the story
of SHAKESPEARE'S deer-stealing scrape,
another visitor to Stratford the story of
his dreading the removal of his bones
from their resting place, and others the
statements that Falstaff and Dogberry
were drawn from actual persons.

On literary criticism Mr. LEE does not
touch though he records the fact that
even in the great Civil War, men debated
over the poet's merits as compared with
classie authors and that CLARENDON
held SHAKESPEARE to be one of the
“ most illustrious of our nation.* He
has collected only the oral tradition.
Knowing as we do the general outline

of the life of an actor-manager who was |

also a writer of plays in ELIZABETH'S
and JAMES'S time, enough has come to us
by word of mouth alone to enable us to
see what kind of man WILLIAM SHAKE-
SPEARE was. There are documents to
fill out that knowledge. Details are
lacking, as we now regret, but the facts
of his existence and the impression he
made on contemporaries and the gen-
eration that followed him are beyond
reasonable doubt.

The Czar's Reply to the British-Jap-
anese Warning.

We shall recognize the purport of
the joint note now addressed by Russia
and France to the other great Powers
interested in the Far East, if we recall
the terms of the British-Japanese Treaty
to which the note must be regarded as
a reply. Substantially, the treaty pro-
vided that, in the event of a conflict
between Russia and Japan, the latter
Power should be left to fight single-
handed, so long as her opponent should
receive no support from a third Power;
but that, in case Russia should nﬁtmn
help from a third Power, as, for' ex-
ample, her French ally, then Japan,

| ¢ her side, might count on the assist-

ance of Great Britain. Under all cir-
as an admonition that Russia would
do well to withdraw her troops from
Manchuria and to cease meddling in
Corea

That, for the present, at all eveuts,
Russia will obey the admonition seems
probable, but, to save her dignity, she
now pretends by the Joint note that she

has intended all along to follow the |

course prosoribod The signatories of

| the Joint note begin by asscrting that
the |

they Lave repealodly expressed
purpose of upholding the open  door
“Clhina,” sud thet they view with
catisfaction the aftirmation of the same
principle by Grest Britwin and Japan
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a quadrangular fight.

The British Government, which must
desire to avoid all additional burdens
while its resources are severely taxed
in South Africa, will, in view of the
position now openly taken by France,
do its utmost 1o prevent its Japanese
ally from precipitating hostilities in
the Far East.

The Faotory of the Future.

Rabbi HirsoH of Chicago revealed
an interesting idea the other day, when
speaking in behalf of the Jewish Manual
Training S8chool. Seeing that power can
be delivered anywhere by the transmis-
sion of electricity, he predicts that the
factory system of to-day will disappear,
“ Into every house power can be brought
which will drive each wheel for the arti-
san in his own little workshop.” The
growing masses of artisans that trouble
students of sociology so much to-day,
will “ disintegrate,” and will become in-
terdependent-independents. The moral
and physical benefit of greater privacy
will be great, in Rabbi Hirson's opinion.

Against this prophecy must be con-
sidered the fact that the individual
artisan of to-day is no longer a complete
master in his craft. He is an atom,
or a spoke in the industria) wheel. In
an account of watch making published
in THE SUN a week or two ago it was
shown that more than a hundred men
contribute to the making of a watch,
each adding but a touch to the machinery
of the whole.

It is easy to transmit power; but to
transport material from one house to
another, instead of handing it from
bench to bench, as in the great factories
of to-day, would be so expensive as to
make Rabbi HIRSCH'S prophecy vain.

The Malds of Wilmette,

Once more the Chicago employment
agencies are trying to induce hired
girls to go to Wilmette and light the
firea in its deserted kitchens, Wil-
mette is a suburb, as respectable as a
butler and as tranquil as a tomb. The
householders of Wilmette feel that it
is and of right ought to be a privilege
and a pleasure to live there. It has
clube, especially the Woman's Club, a
body which prides itsell on its width
of interests, and loves to cultivate itself
and promote cultivation in others. Life

in Wilmette is one grand, sweet song;
there should be no doubt about that. |
The only discord comes by way of the x
pantry and backstairs. The queens
of the kitchen don't love Wilmette,
They sniff at the place contemptuously, |
Its pleasant seat, the salubrity of its |
air, the impeccable respectability of its
citizens, the opportunity for self-im-
provement in it, woo them in vain. They
miss the light and bustle of the city,
They can't away with a settlement |
doin"." Ip's
to coax them out to Wil.
mette; still harder work to persuade
them to stay there. 8o strong ‘s the
longing for urban life and so uninviting |
to many are the Arcadian pastures

For a little, all too little while, Wil.
metie saw happier davs. After much
anxious brooding upon the best meaus

| of anchoring hired girls in Wilmette,

the Woman's Club produced & noble
and  sttractive scheme. “The father
saems 10 have been Prof. Guasam Tay- |
1on. In a lecture on the * Outlines of |
Noolology “ he told the club that o club
of working girls, and particularly of |
kichen Kiris, would be & flne way of
keeping hued and hirer in tune of
showig the mad that suburban life
was & Joyous dream snd that her well
belng was o matier of deep and afle
interest (o the lady of the
ln Chioa and e real
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largely during this ten years there was &
very slight incroase in the number of shoes
made for women. Here the report is prob-
ably deceptive. There were more women
in 1000 than in 1800 and they wore more shoes
and better shoes. Perhaps more of them
could afford the luxury of having their shoes
made to order.

Every year our Consuls abroad call at-
tention to the fleld that should be can-
vassed for American shoes because they are
superior in style and finish. The mistake
was made several years ago of sending to
England a consignment of very cheap
shoes which brought discredit on the entire
American industry. BSuch a shoe is never
worth what it costs, no matter how little
that may be, and the English laborers who
bought them found that out. It is in the
higher-grade boots and shoes that our ex-
port trade might be pushed profitably.

The clumey foreign-made shoes give a
bourgeols character even to royalty, judg-
ing by the full-length photographs of it
that we have seen, Shapely and well-made
American shoes are not sold largely abroad
simply because the publio domn&d for them
there has not been educated up to them,
Educate! Educate!

They are passing a bill in the Ohio Legis-
lature to give the city of Cleveland a Park
Board, composed of two Democrate and
two Republicans, appointed by the Probate
Judge of Cuyahoga county, with the Mayor
as ex-officio chairman, to vote when the
board is tied. Curiously enough, the di-
vislon in the Legislature {s on partisan
lines, the Democrats opposing and the Re-
publicans favoring the bill. Cleveland
oughit to have a Park Board surely, but we
question the wisdom of making the judiciary
the means of ils appointment.

Lovely were the auspices under which the
Montana State Agricultural Association
was organized at Helena week before last.
The standing committees were appointed
to the melody of these naive and pleasant
resolutions:

“ Recognizing the beauty and pleasure of life and
the important position of agriculiure la the olvill.
#ation of the world and the multiplication of the
buman family, It being the basis of the whole supers
struoctural government since it is by the products
of the earth's surface that animal life Is sustailned.

“ Now we, (hs Montans State Agrioultural
Assoclation, do hereby declare:

“That, while we recognize galn a8 essential to
human existence and a necessary precaution agalnst
want 1o old age, and commend a reasonable eflory
1o the direotion of & bank account, that we regard
the beautification of she landscape and the com-.
forts and convenience of & home and the happiness
and contentment of & good housewifs and the
chlidren and the education of the ohlidren as para-
wmount,”

Not anti-imperialism, but a union of
beautification, and happiness and educa-
tion is the * paramount * issue for the good
people of Montana.

For the * beautification of our land, the
increase of production and the promotion
of the brotherhood of man,” every mems-
wr is * plodged to mix and mingle, as be-
fore, with their fellow men,” to *in every
way promote the pleasires of a home.*

The Moutana agriculturiste soiff the
breezes from quite the most beautiful por-
tions of the Rockies and we take off our hats
to the whole-souled sentiment that is born
of them May Montana become in her
landscape the most beautified and in her
homes the wost beatified State on
slopes of the Rooky Mountainsl
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March 22 Eings county seems lkely
for proposing uncoustitutional
e

Einplire State has been for some tiine
inundated by legislation of this kind, and
the Republican majority i the Legisla-
ture sits either mute or so feeble in oriticism
and opposition that legislation st Albany
is aoguiuing anything but goud repute
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the Boer Generals.-

e is of Huguenot ancestry, says a writer
Daily Mail, as is shown by his high-
, finely chiselled nose, his well-
poised head, his delicate hands and feet. |
His breast is swept by a well-combed beard, |
and his whole stature shortened by the |
massiveness of his fine head. Douglas
Story had a curious discussion with Mr.
Reits once as to the height of Gen. Delarey.

“I had called him a smallish man, and
the State SBecretary contended that he
was tall,” says Mr. Story. “In matter of
inches I believe Mr. Reitz was correct,
but if I were describing the man to one
who desired to recognize him I should
still call him a smallish man. His massive
head and heavy beard, set on a spare, clean-
cut body, give him the appearance of a
man of very medium stature. And yet, 1
suppose, he is 5 feet 10}4 inches in height,

“He bad none of the trim neatness of
Louis Botha, none of the aldermanio im«
preasivencss of Lucas Moyor; yet his keen
eye and sad, reflective face oommanded
respect, His native dignity asserted it-
solf at all times.”

No other Boer General, not even the
famous De Wet, has Inflicted so many
disasters upon the British troops as Delarey.
The war has brought personal sadness to
him. His boy of 156 was by his side at the
Modder River. Then a bullet laid the
lad low, and in half an hour the boy was
dead.

What this meant to him was shown one
night when some of his men were sitting
in his tent discussing Lord Roberts. One
of the men was saying that Lord Roberts

5
3

:
i

had earned in the war an Earldom, £100,000,
the highest position in the British army
and a world-wide name. Delarey listened
quietly for a long time and then said:

“You speak of what Lord Roberts has
gained, and scem to envy him, but do you
ever think of what he has lost? None of
you has lost a son in this war, but Lord
Roberts and I have, and I can sympathize
with him.

*I will guarantee to say that he would
willingly give up all the honors that he has,
every ponny of his fortune, and return
again to the position of a Lieutenant, aye,
even to & Tommy, if by so dolug he could
regain his son. He is a Field-Marshal,
certainly, but he is a father, also.

*1 know what his feelings were when he
heard that his son was killed. I have
drunk of the same bitter cup, though he has
drunk deeper than I, for in his case he
lost his only son and I have others left.”

Delarey is known as a silent man and
bas the thoughtful man's habit of slowly
pasesing his band over his forehead and
over his head. Even in the Volksraad,
where he sat for eleven years, he wag known
as the silent man.

He is sald to be a true patriot and fought
for his country rather than for his Presi-
dent. “No good can possibly come to the
State until the old man is out of the way."”
he onoe exclaimed. Indeed, it was his
known opposition to President Kriuger that
cost him the position of Commandant-
General when Piet Joubert died.

Grant and Sherman — Thelr Memeorials.

To tax Eprror or Tug Bux—S8ir: I was
very glad to see the suggestion made n Tus
SUx that the Gen. Bherman statue should be
erected pear the tomb of Gen. Grant, and this
by way of preserving in the public mind the
happy relations of these two leaders ynder
the stress of war, and later during their res-
Idence iu New York.

They were as uearly rivals in the fleld in
point of eMcdency and extent of operatious
as any two Generals could well be, and ves
they took pride in each other's achivvements,
thelr great individus! qualities supplement-
ing and helpiug to the resuit which alike
absorbed them Of Jjeslousy and rivairy,
iu the ordinary sense, thers was none

Much will be forgotten oconcerning them
by generations to come, but if thelr memor-
jals wre placed neer each other—"within
hatiing dictance - and tius for the good and
distinguishing resson of their hearty friend.
ship, their generous and large-minded sp.
prociatdon of esch other, this fact will be-.
& salutary, not to say admounitory, influrnce
upor Amerioan soldicrs io this our day sud
o all time Lo cowe
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will respond to snd appreciate
aluinets are, or will ln-_
what the re Viewed together, at obe
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to clierint JHD
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From t)e Atlanta Journo!
“You sak me,” replied Mr Wiliam o
chairman of the general comimittes
organisation, &o., “to give an outline
undertaking or movement to establisy
book manufactory and publishing
inthe South. A convention of Bouthern
wag held recently in Charleston, B, ¢,
here tia movement wahk inaugurated and
the appolutment authorised of a general con -
mittee o0& organisation, ocousisting of severa
of the foremost men of each Southern Btate
this committee will communicate with the
citisens of their several States and will ha
called together in the near future to regularly
organise a vast oorporation to manufacturs
and publish books. Atlanta was ohosen
as provisional hesdquarters, and the oty
in whioh the factories and corporation wil)
be established will be decided upon by
the general committee at their next meet.
Ing as above, The capital is limited to §s.-
000,000, operations to begin when ten per
cent is paid in. Each State will have a direc-
tor upon the board, and a strong body of hus|-
ness men and educators will thus be united

“No private conoern can possibly cops with
the present conditions. The sole hope of
successful competition rests In the establish.-
ment of an enterprise owned aud centrolled
by the general publio, whose [ntercsta 1§ s
necessarily formed to protect and Improve.

“Southern men will no longer delegate the
moulding of thought and education to those
who have for fifty years persisteutly, even
cruelly, ignored the desires and interests of
Southern people. D all of these years,
in which these concerns bave been callous to
appoals and threats alike, the South has suf-
fered Injuries that are beyond possible ex-
cuse or pardon. Milliona of money have been
taken for books that were often offensive
to the people.

“The South has advanced as no other seo-
tion of the Union in the development of her
material resources, but by negleoting her
mental resources
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to thelr views.

“The South has produoced over 10,000 writers,
orators, nud stat , physiciana, divines,
artists, musiclans, wy:u inventors, flnan-
clers and other men women of consplou-
ous talent, abllity genius; but we seek in
vaeln to find any able number of them
included in list eminent Americans in
any line of evement. The persistenoce in
e A d
mon mer rebuke o ¢ s
and that it will be properly dealt with there

can be no doubt.

“Fift ars of Bouthern effort will now
take tth{:« of the lost half century marked
by i{dleness, an
g‘;’oul who are so fortunate

uth will &
a literary and educational
the superlative of any people

| lands will be honored to have
Bome® 7 the Bocks. " Compare g4

CIN n o uth.
{ant gratification to the gloom of to-day.

el

Short History of Jekyl Island.
From the Macon Telegraph.

On the 1sland 1 an old “tabby” house. “Tabbny*
19 & natural bullding material, formed of shells and
lime. The house was bullt by Governor Ogletborpe
the NArst Governor of the colony, and cooupled as a
military station by Major Horton, who was in
command of the Government forces. The lsiand
came Inlo the possession of the duBiguon famlly
1o 1791, and at one time the sea lsland cotton grown
shere ranked with that of Edisto Island, 8 O, &
the Anest

In 156 Col. duBignon had Joha Clafiln of New
York as bis guest, aud Mr. Clafiln was so charmed
with the beauty of the lsland and enjoyed the
spiendid hunung so much that he suggested tur
formation of & elub. The Colonel took Lhe matier
up tn New York and in May, 1884, the alub was
organized

The price pald for the lsland was §50,000 oas’
and 75,000 lu twenty year éig per cent. gold bonds
I be ahares vumbered 100, and the ciub was organ
lzed with nfly mewbers, with ¢wo shares each. &l
$500  The last share that has been sold brought
852000 Probably 85000000 could not buy e
lsland 80 day, even If It were on the markeh

A Very Pessimistic New England View.
1 rom (he Fosion UNrisiian K cgaster,

1 kpow more (Las one wwn of Lhies 4 gaves
Lundred tnhabitants where there (s not 8 boy over
15 years oid that | could polnt to with moral pride
or sdmliation. without wental reserve and bees
regrel O perkaps In saciher Wb o8 ohases .«
boy may be found, or perbape o or Wies W
ERown 10 eack olher in Lhell separsie SUEREN
el Leart Lresking suggios wilhin, swniviag ‘o
easler the sirange woral problems of thelr Bves
They would leaven the lump, 1! soclety Sem b
obacry soaked aid feud polscned and dead

The churches are desd v meeting be
pesomae & medbe) of grab gair anl oanng R
soviely \hr ves onl) oy winas and v
Lot sohwols Uve hroug e presss

iy ol lsiie @ ¢ Lans boos
Lty B Bt w ¢ worked Wik
ful i ant prive'y
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